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ABSTRACT. Agricultural and rural development is a indispensable components to achieve MDGs. Agricultural and life
sciences including environmental studies are expected to contribute to this development. However, development researches
have been carried out mainly among economics, political sciences and sociology and therefore development policies and
strategies are formulated by specialists with such backgrounds. Without agricultural scientists knowing such system, it is
extremely difficult for them to apply their research findings to actual development process. Graduate School of International
Development, Nagoya University runs program of rural and regional development specialized in issue oriented problem
solving education, in parallel with other programs such as economics, sociology and education within the school. Students
with BSc and MSc degree can study in this program for higher degrees. Not only this kind of social science based program
but also science based program with special input on international development literacy are expected to be enhanced for
better contribution of agricultural and life science, which is one of the strong research areas of Japan, to the real context of
development.
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