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Abstract. Since human beings started cultivation of land some 11,000 years ago, agriculture has been feeding the increasing
population. However, 815 million people still remain food-insecure and 155 million children are chronically malnourished.
Food security does not just mean that there is sufficient food but sufficient ‘nutritious’ food accessible. In addition, “utilization’
of food is emphasized for food security, which calls for a multi-sectoral approach. Having said that, historically, development
cooperation in the agriculture sector focused on mostly food production and household income rather than food intake, and
the multi-sectoral approach has not been taken adequately. Today, food security and nutrition has become one of the most
important development issues and the Sustainable Development Goal 2 is about it. The Japan International Cooperation
Agency and the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency jointly launched the “Initiative for Food and Nutrition Security
in Africa” in 2016 that coordinates different sectors for better nutrition in Africa. It has been 11,000 years since we started
agriculture and it is only 12 years towards the SDGs target year when we finally have to achieve food security and nutrition
improvement. For that, a view on the whole food systems and the multi-sectoral approach are indispensable in the agricultural
development.
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"Food security exists when all people, at all times,
have physical (, social)” and economic access to
sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary
needs and food preferences for an active and healthy
life” 8
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“Food and nutrition security exists when all people at
all times have physical, social and economic access
to food, which is safe and consumed in sufficient
quantity and quality to meet their dietary needs and
food preferences, and is supported by an environment
of adequate sanitation, health services and care,
allowing for a healthy and active life.”
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